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Presented above is a concept graphic that demonstrates the essential features 
of the KitchenSync app. The app features a calendar, where you can view all of 
the upcoming or past events, including the hosts. On the home pages is also a 
list of features party packages or highlighted recipes from that week that have 
been curated by well known food figures (Guy Fieri, Martha Stewart, Bobby Flay, 
etc), grocery stores (whole foods, QFC, etc), and other food related companies 
like publications and blogs. The recipe box is where the host is able to save any 
parties or recipes for possible future plans. 

The grey arrow on the bottom represents the different basic steps that the host 
goes through to host an event. Each of the steps pertaining to the actual event 
are all customizable, from menu to the actual them of the party. 

KitchenSync is an app that promotes the user to plan dinner 
parties or other food centric events around customizable party 
packages and recipes. When planning these events, the host 
is able to use the guests as resources to help disperse work.
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What’s the problem?

Food is the common factor between every person. One of the 
more common ways for people to bond is between food, however 
planning those get togethers can be more difficult when it is 
planned outside of a restaurant.

Hosting a dinner party is especially hard as it takes a large amount 
of time and energy to plan, whether it’s gathering ingredients, or 
trying to prepare enough food for everyone attending. Because 
dinner parties have a reputation of being complicated and tedious 
to plan, they have ultimately become widely recognized as a more 
formal affair, considering the amount of planning that is required.

This problem is something that should be addressed because food 
is such an important part of people’s lives, complicating the pro-
cess of spending time with others around food is unnecessary and 
inconvenient. Hosting or attending a dinner party should be easy 
throughout the process to encourage more events to bring people 
closer together through food.



For research, three groups of people were inter-
viewed. The ages of these people ranged from 
those in their early 20’s to their 40’s.

The situations between the people we interviewed 
also varied. One group was a middle aged cou-
ple who just had their first child. Another group 
was a young couple living with other people in 
the same house. 

The questions asked ranged from how they pre-
pared their food to how they choose what they 
are eating for dinner that night. Most of the re-
sponses revolved around how preparing meals  
is time consuming and a lot of work, so people 
eventually might get take out. Other responses 
revolve around people eating together but they 
try to disperse the work evenly so that one per-
son isn’t stuck with the task of preparation and 
clean up afterwards.
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What’s the process?

research

process
Our group went through many different phases to 
come to our final concept. At first, we started out 
as a monthly subscription where we would send a 
set of items (ingredients, decorations, menu, etc) 
to the host of the party for them to host a party 
dedicated to a theme. However, we progressed to 
the basic idea of what we have now where people 
would host a dinner party but they would use 
their guests as resources for items that they 
would need like a cake pan herbs that they don’t 
want to buy and a guests happens to have some 
already and they are willing to share. 

The overall concept was consistently to bring 
people together through food but to simplify the 
process. Before, we tried to include everything 
like a search function or messaging system but it 
seemed like our app was trying to accomplish ev-
erything rather than one thing elegantly.

Therefore, we took to the idea of commercializing 
our basic concept to come to the conclusion of 
KitchenSync.

we went through many 
prototypes, especially 
the planning process, 
to gather data on how 
to streamline our app 
to a simpler but effi-
cient UI.

We also looked at other food related services, 
seeing how they functioned and what their pur-
pose was. Our research showed that although 
they are all food related apps, they are only ad-
dressing one thing. And if they try to incorporate 
another feature, it’s more like a side dish that 
doesn’t match the rest of the course. Many of 
the services revolve around a single idea of:
 recipes(saving recipes, sharing)
 getting food (catering, delivery)
 DIY projects
 party planning tips

KitchenSync is an app ultimately designed for 
simplifying and streamlining the process of plan-
ning a dinner party with a commercialized aspect 
to encourage hosts to take inspiration from cu-
rated parties and recipes. 

Another group 
member actually at-
tended a facebook 
planned dinner 
party and conducted 
a polling system 
that encouraged 
others to help out 
the host by provid-
ing supplies.
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Design I

The KitchenSync app is aimed to promote the  
usage of pre-curated party packages and plans 
to help streamline the process of planning a dinner 
party with family and friends. 

The KitchenSync app is aimed to promote people 
gathering over the common ground of food. A 
highlighted feature in the app is giving the host 
the oppurtunity to plan dinner parties through 
pre-curated party/recipe plans. This not only helps 
simplify the process of planning, taking work 
from the host, but also introduces new ideas and 
resources to the host and guests for any future 
events they could plan or attend.

This particular example was shown during class 
during our final presentation. My grou pmate, 
Megan Taylor, initiated a surprise cupcake party 
midst presentation. On the home screen, what 
spurred the party was pre-curated cupcake party, 
kindly planned my Martha Stewart, conveniently 
meant to celebrate the end of the quarter with 
our fellow design students. 

The page that features the event holds all the 
necessary details; including a description, serving 
size, price range, menu, and other details. In case 
the host doesn’t agree with something chosen for 
the party, the event is completely customizable to 
fit to the host/guest’s preferences.  So if the host 
doesn’t want to have chocolate cupcakes, they 
can edit the menu to have another dish.

commercializing
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Design II

Another highlight feature of the app being able to 
utilize guests as resources. The screens above 
show how the, at the end of the planning process, 
the host is able to take on certain tasks and check 
them off, as well as leave other tasks open for the 
guests to take on. Once a task is checked off, it 
will show the option of viewing a recipe (if a food 
item) or giving the checker the option to buy the 
item online. If there is a recipe or party that has 
been curated by a food providing service (Whole 
Foods, QFC, Albertson’s, etc.), then it would be 
displayed that the items are available at the near-
est location in the user’s area.

In the example, the host has taken it upon them-
selves to provide all the party decorations 
(streamers, balloons, party hats), but leaves the 
cupcakes task open for another person to sign up 
for the task.

resourcing
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What now?

Many hours and many meetings went into building KitchenSync. Our group 
hopped through a multitude of concepts to come to where we are now.

I learned many things throughout the process of KitchenSync. Most of them re-
volved around teamwork as I hadn’t had much experience with working in a 
team. An instance of this was when a team member was taking on all of the 
work at one time and although they are a great designer, they didn’t listen to 
the ideas we communicated. So I offered to take on a task to try to disperse the 
work and deliver the image that the group discussed. However, once I pro-
jected my final product, the group member decided not to communicate with 
me and throw away my version and turned in their own I communicated with 
that person afterwards but I let my emotions get in the way and my words 
ended up being harsh, and looking back. I regret how I communicated.

With the design, there isn’t anything significant I would change as the proto-
type went through many rounds to meet all of the group member’s standards. 
Only with small details such as the “view recipe” button showing for non-edible 
items and other small issues like that. Another thing I had an issue with was the 
entire revamp of the aesthetic of the app. It was originally with serif fonts and a 
warmer, neutral color as the theme. And a group member decided to revamp 
the entire appearance, which is understandable as the approach we have now 
is more welcoming and gender-neutral, but no word of this was given prior. 

There isn’t much I would do differently aside from not focusing plainly on one 
idea as my group ran into trouble with time as we spent too much time focusing 
on a single idea rather than other possibilities. 


